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2017 GDCA National Specialty Results
Another national specialty has come and gone, leaving us with some history making
wins!
• New Masters Agility Champion (MACH) GG Chroma Pictsie Nic Druidess RA MX
MXB MXJ MJB OF became the first Great Dane to earn the MACH title at a National
Specialty.
• Landmark-Divine Acres Kiss Myself, I’m So Pretty won Best Puppy Bitch, Best
Puppy, and then Best in Futurity, followed the next day by winning Winner’s Bitch
and Best of Winners becoming the youngest winner at a National Specialty.
• BISS GCHS Ink Spot’s From Sea to Shining Sea AOM became the first mantle bitch
to be awarded Best of Breed at a National Specialty.
Congratulations to all the winners and a heartfelt thank you to the GDCA Western
Division for all your hard work making this event a success!
A complete listing of results can be found here:
http://www.greatdanereview.com/html/2017NationalResults.html
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Message from the President
Greetings everyone.
We are now post GDCA National and drawing near to the end of the year. I wish to
express my thanks to all the hard work our membership has done as we have
accomplished so much during this year as well as all the support I have personally
received in my tenure. I anticipate even greater milestones
will be reached in the future through the ongoing commitment to excellence of all our members.
Sincerely,
Tracy Cyr-McMillon

Meet and Greet in Raleigh
After the Spring Tarheel Show on Saturday, we held our monthly meeting in conjunction
with our annual Meet and Greet at the State Fairgrounds in Raleigh. Brittany Dail
brought along some adorable rescue puppies on their way to foster homes in Virginia. Of
course we all took turns loving on those babies! During our club meeting, Jim and Sandy
Hann were thanked for all they have done for our club and for the Great Dane breed and
then were presented with an Honorary Membership certificate. We are proud and
thankful to have them in our club. After the meeting, we posed for a mannequin
challenge photo to go along with our club's contribution to GDCA Charitable Trust.
Huge thanks to Chris Hepler for his hard work organizing a fantastic cook out serving
hot dogs, hamburgers, and all the fixings. We had good weather, great guests and a fun
time!

AKC Responsible Dog Ownership Day
AKC's Responsible Dog Ownership Day was held on September 9, 2017 at the State
Fairgrounds in Raleigh. Our club's Meet the Breed booth was well represented by four
Great Danes and their owners: Sparkle (Patty Thomas), Lilly (Tracy, Richard and Aaliyah
Cyr-McMillon), Marty (Memory Armstrong) and Gulliver (Rose and George Hielscher).
We also saw members Betty Lewis, and Carol and Pat Ragan at the booth. There was a
huge turnout and we were approached by so many different kinds of people and dogs.
Young, old, tall, short, hats and wheelchairs, everyone who approached was met with a
gentle demeanor and a wagging tail. All were great ambassadors for our breed!
The AKC event coordinator, Christina Weisse, sent out a follow up email reporting
the following highlights of the day:
•
•
•
•
•
•

91 dogs microchipped and enrolled in Reunite
64 dogs took the AKC CGC test with 84% passing
23 dogs took the AKC CGCA test with 100% passing
26 dogs took the AKC Trick Dog test with 96% passing
107 dogs ran through the My Dog Can Do That course
The raffle brought in over $1,000.00 for the Pet Disaster Relief Fund which
directly benefits hurricane victims.

The day was lots of fun and a huge success!

Committee Chair Vacancy
Beginning in January, 2018, the Ways and
Means Committee Chair position will be
vacant. We are looking for a person with
fresh new ideas and enthusiasm to take
over. If you are interested, please contact
a board member.

new members
Please welcome our newest
members
Bill and Betty Lewis
of Willow Springs, NC

Upcoming Events
Some of us have already signed up to walk with the AKC in the Raleigh
Christmas Parade. What a fun way to showcase our noble breed! Come join
the fun! Sign up online at
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b4ba4a82ba1f94-akcinthe

Shady Creek N Gusto's ScarletOak
Voodoo Queen aka Marie
was WB/BOW/BOBOH
on September 16, 2017
at the Moore County Kennel Club of
North Carolina show
in Pinehurst, NC under Judge
Mrs Barbara Dempsey Alderman.

Izya's ScarletOak Back To The Future
aka Marty was WD/BOW
on September 17, 2017
at the Moore County Kennel Club of
North Carolina show
in Pinehurst, NC under Judge
Mr James E Frederiksen.

Sundance N Maitau's Brilliant Disguise
aka Willis was WD on October 14, 2017
at the Hanover Kennel Club show
in Wilmington, NC under Judge
Mr Lloyd Graser, Jr. Willis is a new
CHAMPION.

In Memoriam

Wanda and Chris Hepler lost their senior brindle girl on Monday,
August 21, 2017. She battled as long as she could but to no avail. Reese
would have been 10 years old on the 23rd. Reese was not keen on
showing although she adored puppies, teaching all new arrivals the
ropes. She loved our son Matthew Smith-Hepler the best. He was able
to see her before heading off for Lackland Air Force Base on
Wednesday. RIP.

Chagas Disease 101
30 Questions and Answers
by Dr. Roy Madigan and Aslynn Rose
1. How is Chagas transmitted?...
Answer: From the bite or ingestion of an infected “kissing bug” American
Trypanosomiasis
2. Are all “Kissing Bugs” infected with Chagas?
Answer: No. (60% in Texas are infected with T cruzi)
3. Where are “Kissing Bugs” found?
Answer: Everywhere in the Southwest States (Everywhere south of Oregon and
Pennsylvania)
4. Can Chagas be transmitted from dog to human?
Answer: Yes (theoretically yes, but very difficult)
5. Can humans be infected in the same manner as other animals?
Answer: Yes
6. Can Chagas be transmitted thru semen?
Answer: YES
7. Can Chagas be transmitted from stud to bitch during live cover?
Answer:YES
8. Are all infected dogs symptomatic?
Answer: No. Generally dogs infected before the age of 1 year rapidly become
severely symptomatic. This type of infection is considered ACUTE. Dogs infected
after their first year of life can remain asymptomatic for years before eventually if
ever developing problems. This type of infection is considered CHRONIC.
9. How long can an adult dog infected with Chagas remain asymptomatic?
Answer: Dogs can go their entire lives without ever displaying symptoms.

10. How is Chagas diagnosed in asymptomatic or symptomatic adults and puppies?
Answer: Two different types of blood tests. One that’s looks for dna of the
organism and another that looks for antibodies to the organism
11. Can Chagas be diagnosed post mortem?
Answer: Yes. Blood smear, Troponin, White blood cell count, Lymph node
aspirates, Necropsy (looking at slides of the heart)
12. What is the infection rate in dogs?
Answer: One in every 10 dogs (including chronic asymptomatic adults in Texas)
13. Can an asymptomatic dam infect her unborn litter with Chagas?
Answer: Yes. This is common. The exact frequency is unknown.
14. Can Chagas infection in a breeding bitch keep her from conceiving/
implanting/carrying a litter to term?
Answer: Fetal death and low birth weight are common in dogs and humans.
15. Can neonates infected with Chagas present similarly to “fading puppy”
syndrome?
Answer: Yes.
16. How early can newborns succumb to Chagas?
Answer: In utero, and as early postpartum as day 1
17. What are some of the symptoms of ACUTE Chagas in very young puppies?
Answer: Collapse
Arrhythmias
Rapid heart rate
Lymphadenopathy/Splenomegaly (Distended abdomen)
Fever
Neurological signs
(DEATH)

18. What are some of the symptoms of CHRONIC Chagas in adult dogs?
Answer: Arrhythmias
Ascites
Congestive heart failure
Weight loss
Lethargy
Acute death
ASYMPTOMATIC
19. Can Chagas in an adult dog look like Dilated Cardiomyopathy?
Answer: Yes (exactly like DCM)
20. Can the Chagas infection be detected/diagnosed by conducting an
echocardiogram on an asymptomatic dog?
Answer: No.
21. Are there false negative results?
Answer: Yes
22. Are there false positive results?
Answer: No (not in veterinary medicine)
23. How do you know when a dog is truly cleared of the infection?
Answer: Serial PCR (DNA) testing of the blood (multiple blood samples). 3 tests
towards the end of treatment confer >99% accuracy on clearing infection.
Sometimes antibodies can be used, but only ~15% of cured dogs test negative on
antibody screen due to the long memory of the immune system. Most antibody
tests remain positive the dogs entire life.
24. How long can it take to clear the infection from the body?
Answer: 12 months
25. Is it possible to misdiagnose a breeding dog with a hereditary heart condition
who actually succumbed to Chagas?
Answer: ABSOLUTELY! Test! Test! Test!

26. What medications are being used to treat Chagas in Dogs?
Answer: Amiodarone and Itraconazole
Amiodarone
• Class III antiarrhythmic
• Disrupts calcium homeostasis/Cruzipain
• Loading dose: 15mg/kg PO BID x 7 d, 7.5mg/kg PO BID x 14 d then….
• Maintenance: 7.5mg/kg PO SID
• Adverse events: ALT/SAP elevations, lethargy, anorexia
Itraconazole
• Triazole antifungal
• Interferes with ergosterol synthesis
• 10mg/kg PO SID with food
• Adverse events: anorexia, vomiting, weight loss, cutaneous eruption, ALT/SAP
elevations, lethargy
• Treatment is for 12 months
27. Can treatment of an infected bitch clear her and make her safe for future
breeding?
Answer: Yes!
28. What is the success rate for full treatment of a chagas infected dog?
Answer: Almost 100% of treated dogs clear the infection.
29. Is there a vaccination or preventative for Chagas Disease?
Answer: No.
30. What should I do if I suspect Chagas but my vet has very little info on the
disease?
Answer: Contact Dr. Roy Madigan, 830-438-8885

